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Self-righteous Hypocrites!

by Pastor Keith Swatzel

try’s original, covered the radio waves, at least the country and
western ones. I sang along to it as I did to all of the music I heard at
the time. Now, in hindsight, I have some serious questions about the
meaning and the message of the song. It sounds harmful and wrong.

No, I am not Tipper Gore on a music
cleanup crusade. But what’s going on in
Fancy is clearly horrible. A young lady is
forced to leave her home and go service
men for money. Today we would call this
human trafficking or sexual slavery. At
best it is freelance prostitution, but with a
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young, vulnerable girl it seems unlikely
that a positive life outcome would ever
result. Does anyone really believe that an
impoverished teenage girl with a new
dress and fresh lipstick would end up with
a mansion as the song claims?

The song itself seems to anticipate mor-
al and human concerns. It says, “In this
world there’s a lot of self-righteous hypo-
crites that call me bad.” Well, I guess it’s
all great then. Hear that parents? Sell your
daughters out for a life of sexual exploita-
tion. Tell them their only value is how
much they can satisfy a stranger.

Just because someone calls you a hypo-
crite doesn’t make it true and it certainly
does not justify this! Yet, this is how
much of the world has learned to use reli-
gion, scripture, and Jesus: a seemingly
fool-proof justification. If you judge any-
one or anything to be wrong you are ei-
ther self-righteous or politically correct.
Hogwash! Don’t forget that the people
Jesus called hypocrites were using their
power to keep the powerless dependent,
hopeless, and in pain.

the art of Christian manipulation
In 1991 Reba McEntire’s song Fancy, itself a remake of Bobby Gen-

There is a role for judgment in our lives.
We judge wise and unwise, healthy and
unhealthy, right and wrong every day. It
is a necessity. If you follow Jesus, you
seek to be better and to do better. That is
not possible without figuring out how to
live and how not to live. A Methodist
mantra says, “Do all the good you can, in
all the ways you can, in all the places you
can, at all times you can, to all people you
can, as long as you ever can.” Judge what
is good, please!

Don’t buy into the lie that following
Jesus means going along with the world
around you. Following Jesus is going
against the grain, not with the flow. When
people are devalued and forgotten, we
Christians refuse to be a part of it. When
neighbors fail to talk in a civil manner, we
Christians refuse to bicker. When hope is
fleeting, we Christians hold onto good
news from Jesus Christ. And when we fail
it doesn’t make us hypocrites, it makes us
sober, humbled humans!
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" Spirit Night

onday,J U n e isBuhdetlSpirit Night at the Chick-fil-A
! gloI a%c?at! 5104 Fairmont Parkway right here in Pasade-
na. B € 1 wthechaurs of 5 pand8  p all oustomers who
mention Sunset will have their receipts contributed to our fund-
raiser. Earl and late customers will not be counted. You can dine
in or collect your meal through the drive-thru. This event is
sponsored by our Missions Team and will help send them in Au-
gust to Sager Brown, the United Methodist Church depot for
disaster relief and assistance. Word has it that Pastor Keith will
be competing in a chicken nugget eating competition. So come
on out! You have to eat dinner anyway!

N

MINISTRY

On Sundays,J une ,Jlulltyhal Ad g u s tolurGecerh
from Sunset will gather at 3 p.m. at Faith Memorial Nursing
Home, 811 Garner Road in Pasadena. Judy Dean normally
leads the devotional, but due to surgery she will be out for the
summer. We need your help to spread the love of Christ and his

n rdessage of hope that no one is forgotten. We have volunteers

leaders, but we need you to help sing, pass out snacks, and
greet the residents. Even if you lip sync, you will be utilized.
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Let’s make Sunday, June 18th aFi s hy &6Falh Wigerr
your favorite fishing shirt and you might even accessorize with
a gaudy necktie. Fathers don’t ask for much. This is your

chance to lure them into a sense of appreciation and this is dad’s

chance to come relaxed, unimpressive, unadorned, and uncon-
cerned. A point of clarification: everyone can relax and wear
fishing shirts.

StartlngWe 25th

P. Collins Prmce P Dr. P
As we approach Independence Day, let’s take this opportunity
to examine the scriptures where philadelphia is extolled as a
virtue of the Christian church. We’ll mix it up with 80s pop
music, British royalty, and television psychology as we consid-
er how brotherly love calls us to servanthood and hospitality,
and even confirms that our calling is from Christ himself.
Come and be phil-ed up!
June 25™ July 2™ July 9™
Love Quietly Love Majestically Love Actually

Final 2017 Spring Fest Rep

Last month we gave thanks for a lot of hard work and time
sacrificed by a great many volunteers. Now we celebrate the

purpose of this one big event: to fund the program ministries of

our church. Our total money from Spring Festis $ 8 , '4rlaf?
is a phenomenal result and a very welcome positive
contribution to our mission for Jesus Christ in the world. Pat
yourself on the back Sunset, that’ll do, that’ll do.
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RETURN SERVI CE REQUESTED

unset

United Methodist Church

Comments, concerns, or suggestions about this newsletter? Need to submit an article?
Please contact us by email at Su n suemdic @s uns e tory movedrngpr ganl?9
Editor: Jewel Morgan, Deadline for articles: 10th of the month
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Sun Mo n Tue We d Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3
Lunch &, .
Bi bl e S PMFamily
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
9:15 AMSunday School Choir Clinic Choir Clinic Choir Clinic Choir Clinic Choir Clinic 7:00 AM Run-off
(all ages) Election (Librar
7:00PMTreas ( y)
10:30 AMWorship ure Hunters 9:00 AMUnited
of Pasadena Methodist Men
1:00 PMPoetry So-
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
9:15 AM Sunday School 9:00 AM 6:15 PM
(all ages) Colonial Alleluia
Oaks Nurs- Bells
10:30 AM Worship Ser- ing Home
vice
10:00 AM
11:45 AM Meeting Sun- Pastor’s Day 7:30 PM
day Out to IMAX Chancel
Theater Choir
3:00 PM Faith Memorial
Nursing Home
4:00 PM Celebration
Ringers
5:00 PM Jr. & Sr.
UMYF
5:00 PM UMW JOY
1FATHBR 19 20 21 2 2 23 2 4
DAY South District South District South District | South District South District 10:00 AM VBS-
South District UMYF UMYF Camp UMYF Camp UMYF Camp UMYF Camp UMYF Camp l(\)deetil}gs//\éBfS
Camp . . verview/Safe
9:30 AM 6:15 PM Sanctuary Training
9:15 AM Sunday School Cheer Group | Alleluia
(all ages) Bells
10:30 AM Worship Ser- 7:30 PM
i Chancel
vice
25 26 27 2 8 29
9:15 AM Sunday School | 6:45PM 6:15PM
(all ages) Administra- Alleluia
tive Council Bells
10:30 AM Worship Ser-
vice 7:00 PM 7:30 PM
Queen’s Chancel
4:00 PM Celebration Neighborhood Choir
Association

Ringers

5:00 PM Jr. & Sr.
UMYF

5:00 PM UMW JOY
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